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The life of a believer revolves around the obedience and worship of Allah, The Almighty. As
soon as he comes out of the period of fasting in the month Shawaal he enters into the phase of
pilgrimage in the month of Zul Qa’dah. The pilgrimage must take place during the month of
Dhul Hijja, which is the last month of the Islamic lunar calendar. The most significant and
virtuous time during the period of Hajj is the first ten days of Zul Hijjah.
Hajj is known as pilgrimage in English which is one of the five fundamental pillars of Islam.
It is compulsory upon every sane, adult Muslim once in a lifetime if the means are available.
Prophet Mohammed PBUH said:
“The superstructure of Islam is raised on five pillars, testifying that there is none worthy of
worship except Allah and Muhammad is the slave and messenger of Allah, the establishment
of prayer, payment of Zakat, Pilgrimage to the House Ka’bah and fasting in the month of
Ramadan”
(Authentic Muslim)
The remarkable event of Hajj is the world’s largest annual human gathering which takes
place in the most sacred and holiest site in Islam, the land of Makkah Al-Mukarramah.
Allah, the almighty said:
ً َـﺎﺕ ﱠﻣﻘَﺎ ُﻡ ﺇِ ْﺑ َﺮﺍ ِﻫﻴ َﻢ َﻭ َﻣﻦ َﺩ َﺧﻠَﻪُ َﻛﺎﻥَ َءﺍ ِﻣﻨﺎ
ٌ ـﺎﺕ ﺑَﻴﱢﻨ
ُ َﻯ ﻟﱢ ْﻠ َﻌـﺎﻟَ ِﻤﻴﻦَ *ﻓِﻴ ِﻪ َءﺍﻳ
ً ﺎﺱ ﻟَﻠﱠ ِﺬﻱ ﺑِﺒَ ﱠﻜﺔَ ُﻣﺒَﺎ َﺭﻛﺎ ً َﻭﻫُﺪ
ِ ﺇِ ﱠﻥ ﺃَ ﱠﻭ َﻝ ﺑَﻴْﺖ ُﻭ
ِ ﺿ َﻊ ﻟِﻠﻨﱠ
“Verily, the first House of worship appointed for mankind was that at Bakkah/Makkah which
is full of blessing, and a guidance for the whole universe. In it are clear signs such as the
standing place of Abraham. And whoever enters the holy land of Makkah will definitely be
safe and secured”
(Al-Imran 96-97)
Hajj is a set of rituals and worships which commemorate the greatest obedience and sacrifice
of the Noble Prophet Araham PBUH (peace be upon him) who is considered the father of the
Muslim nation.
َﱢﻣﻠﱠﺔَ ﺃَﺑِﻴ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﺇِﺑ َْﺮﺍ ِﻫﻴ َﻢ * ﻫُ َﻮ َﺳ ﱠﻤﺎ ُﻛ ُﻢ ْﺍﻟ ُﻤ ْﺴﻠِ ِﻤﻴﻦ

It is the religion of your father Ibrahim (Islamic Monotheism). It is Allah Who has named
you Muslims.
(Al-Hajj: 78)
Prophet Abraham, the honourable constructor of the holy Ka’bah was commanded by his lord
to call upon the people of the world to come from wherever they are in order to perform their
religious duties through the journey of pilgrimage to the sacred land of Makkah AlMukarramah.

ﺖ ﺃَﻥ ّﻻ ﺗُ ْﺸ ِﺮ ْﻙ ﺑِﻲ َﺷ ْﻴﺌًﺎ َﻭﻁَﻬﱢﺮْ ﺑَ ْﻴﺘِ َﻲ ﻟِﻠﻄﱠﺎﺋِﻔِﻴﻦَ َﻭ ْﺍﻟﻘَﺎﺋِ ِﻤﻴﻦَ َﻭﺍﻟﺮﱡ ﱠﻛ ِﻊ ﺍﻟ ﱡﺴﺠُﻮ ِﺩ
ِ َﻭﺇِ ْﺫ ﺑَﻮ ْﱠﺃﻧَﺎ ِ ِﻹ ْﺑ َﺮﺍ ِﻫﻴ َﻢ َﻣ َﻜﺎﻥَ ْﺍﻟﺒَ ْﻴ
ﻖ
َ ﺎﺱ ﺑِ ْﺎﻟ َﺤ ﱢﺞ ﻳَﺄْﺗُﻮ
َ ﻙ ِﺭ َﺟﺎﻻ َﻭ َﻋﻠَﻰ ُﻛ ﱢﻞ
ٍ ﺿﺎ ِﻣ ٍﺮ ﻳَﺄْﺗِﻴﻦَ ِﻣﻦ ُﻛ ﱢﻞ ﻓَ ﱟﺞ َﻋ ِﻤﻴ
ِ َﻭﺃَ ﱢﺫﻥ ﻓِﻲ ﺍﻟﻨﱠ
ْ َﺕ َﻋﻠَﻰ َﻣﺎ َﺭ َﺯﻗَﻬُﻢ ﱢﻣﻦ ﺑَ ِﻬﻴ َﻤ ِﺔ ﺍﻷَ ْﻧ َﻌ ِﺎﻡ ﻓَ ُﻜﻠُﻮﺍ ِﻣ ْﻨﻬَﺎ َﻭﺃ
ﻟِﻴَ ْﺸﻬَﺪُﻭﺍ َﻣﻨَﺎﻓِ َﻊ ﻟَﻬُ ْﻢ َﻭﻳَ ْﺬ ُﻛﺮُﻭﺍ ﺍ ْﺳ َﻢ ﱠ
ﺲ ْﺍﻟﻔَﻘِﻴ َﺮ
ٍ ﷲِ ﻓِﻲ ﺃَﻳ ٍﱠﺎﻡ ﱠﻣ ْﻌﻠُﻮ َﻣﺎ
َ ِﻁ ِﻌ ُﻤﻮﺍ ْﺍﻟﺒَﺎﺋ
ﻴﻖ
ِ ﺛُ ﱠﻢ ْﻟﻴَ ْﻘﻀُﻮﺍ ﺗَﻔَﺜَﻬُ ْﻢ َﻭ ْﻟﻴُﻮﻓُﻮﺍ ﻧُ ُﺬﻭ َﺭﻫُ ْﻢ َﻭ ْﻟﻴَﻄﱠ ﱠﻮﻓُﻮﺍ ﺑِ ْﺎﻟﺒَ ْﻴ
ِ ِﺖ ْﺍﻟ َﻌﺘ
Meaning:
And (mention, O Muhammad), when We designated for Abraham the site of the
House,(saying), "Do not associate anything with Me and purify My House for those who
perform Tawaf (going around the K'abah) and those who stand (in prayer) and those who
bow and prostrate.
And proclaim to the people the pilgrimage; they will come to you on foot and on every lean
camel; they will come from every distant pass. So that they may witness benefits for
themselves and mention the name of Allah on known days over what He has provided for
them of (sacrificial) animals. So eat of them and feed the miserable and poor.
Then let them end their untidiness and fulfil their vows and perform Tawaaf around the
ancient House.
(Al-Hajj: 26-29)

The great Prophet Ibrahim PBUH was given the toughest tests by his lord in so many
different ways, but he passed all the tests and tribulations through his unparalleled quality of
trust in Allah and his unique quality of forbearance. Allah, the exalted loved the hardship and
sacrifice of Abraham PBUH and his family so much that, not only did he speak about this
blessed family in the holy Quran but also he commanded prophet Mohammed PBUH and his
Ummah to follow the phenomenal tradition of Prophet Abraham PBUH every year during the
season of pilgrimage. Here is an example of one of the toughest tests which prophet Ibrahim
had gone through.

َﻭﻗَﺎ َﻝ ﺇِﻧﱢﻲ َﺫﺍ ِﻫﺐٌ ﺇِﻟَ ٰﻰ َﺭﺑﱢﻲ َﺳﻴَ ْﻬ ِﺪﻳ ِﻦ
And he said after he was saved from the fire: "Verily, I am going to my Lord. He will guide
me!"
ََﺭﺏﱢ ﻫَﺐْ ﻟِﻲ ِﻣﻦَ ﺍﻟﺼﱠﺎﻟِ ِﺤﻴﻦ
My Lord! Grant me offspring from the pious ones.
ﻓَﺒَ ﱠﺸﺮْ ﻧَﺎﻩُ ِﺑ ُﻐ َﻼ ٍﻡ َﺣﻠِ ٍﻴﻢ
So we gave him the good news of a forbearing boy.
ﺖ ﺍ ْﻓ َﻌﻞْ َﻣﺎ ﺗُ ْﺆ َﻣ ُﺮ ۖ◌ َﺳﺘ َِﺠ ُﺪﻧِﻲ ﺇِﻥ
َ ﺎﻝ ﻳَﺎ ﺑُﻨَ ﱠﻲ ﺇِﻧﱢﻲ ﺃَ َﺭ ٰﻯ ﻓِﻲ ْﺍﻟ َﻤﻨ َِﺎﻡ ﺃَﻧﱢﻲ ﺃَ ْﺫﺑَ ُﺤ
َ َﻓَﻠَ ﱠﻤﺎ ﺑَﻠَ َﻎ َﻣ َﻌﻪُ ﺍﻟ ﱠﺴ ْﻌ َﻲ ﻗ
ِ َﻚ ﻓَﺎﻧﻈُﺮْ َﻣﺎ َﺫﺍ ﺗ ََﺮ ٰﻯ ۚ◌ ﻗَﺎ َﻝ ﻳَﺎ ﺃَﺑ
ﺷَﺎ َء ﱠ
َﷲُ ِﻣﻦَ ﺍﻟﺼﱠﺎﺑِ ِﺮﻳﻦ
And, when his son was old enough to walk with him, he said: "O my son! I have seen in a
dream that I am slaughtering you.
So look what you think!" He said: "O my father! Do whatever your lord has commanded you,
In shaa Allah (God willing), you will find me amongst the “Saabireen” (the patients ones).
ﻓَﻠَ ﱠﻤﺎ ﺃَ ْﺳﻠَ َﻤﺎ َﻭﺗَﻠﱠﻪُ ﻟِ ْﻠ َﺠﺒِﻴ ِﻦ
Then, when they had both submitted themselves (to the Will of Allah), and he had laid him
prostrate on his forehead (or on the side of his forehead for slaughtering);
َﻭﻧَﺎ َﺩ ْﻳﻨَﺎﻩُ ﺃَ ْﻥ ﻳَﺎ ﺇِﺑ َْﺮﺍ ِﻫﻴ ُﻢ
And We called out to him: "O Abraham!
َﻚ ﻧَﺠْ ِﺰﻱ ْﺍﻟ ُﻤﺤْ ِﺴﻨِﻴﻦ
َ ِﺻ ﱠﺪ ْﻗﺖَ ﺍﻟﺮﱡ ْﺅﻳَﺎ ﺇِﻧﱠﺎ َﻛ َﺬﻟ
َ ﻗَ ْﺪ
You have fulfilled the dream (vision)!" Verily! Thus do We reward the Muhsinun (gooddoers
ُﺇِ ﱠﻥ ﻫَ َﺬﺍ ﻟَﻬُ َﻮ ْﺍﻟﺒَﻼء ْﺍﻟ ُﻤﺒِﻴﻦ
Verily, that indeed was a manifest trial
ْﺢ َﻋ ِﻈ ٍﻴﻢ
ٍ َﻭﻓَ َﺪ ْﻳﻨَﺎﻩُ ﺑِ ِﺬﺑ
And we ransomed him with a great sacrifice
(Surah As-Safaat: 99-107)

The inspiring event of Hajj comes with many precious benefits and lessons for mankind.
1. Expiation of previous sins. Prophet Mohammed PBUH said:
 ﻭﺍﻟﺤﺞ ﺍﻟﻤﺒﺮﻭﺭ ﻟﻴﺲ ﻟﻪ ﺟﺰﺍء ﺇﻻ ﺍﻟﺠﻨﺔ، ﺍﻟﻌﻤﺮﺓ ﺇﻟﻰ ﺍﻟﻌﻤﺮﺓ ﻛﻔﺎﺭﺓ ﻟﻤﺎ ﺑﻴﻨﻬﻤﺎ
The performance of Umrah is an expiation for the sins committed between it and the
previous Umrah; and the reward of an accepted Hajj is nothing but Paradise.
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
2. Strengthening the connection and bond with the Qiblah and the most focal
point of Islam, Makkah Al-Mukarramah and being privileged by visiting the
tomb of the greatest prophet Mohammed PBUH in Al-Madinah AlMunawaarah.
3. Benefiting from the blessed day of Arafah. Prophet Mohammed PBUH said:
ﺻﻴَﺎ ُﻡ ﻳَﻮْ ِﻡ َﻋ َﺮﻓَﺔَ ﺇِﻧﱢﻲ ﺃَﺣْ ﺘَ ِﺴﺐُ َﻋﻠَﻰ ﱠ
ُﷲِ ﺃَ ْﻥ ﻳُ َﻜﻔﱢ َﺮ ﺍﻟ ﱠﺴﻨَﺔَ ﺍﻟﱠﺘِﻲ ﻗَ ْﺒﻠَﻪُ َﻭﺍﻟ ﱠﺴﻨَﺔَ ﺍﻟﱠﺘِﻲ ﺑَ ْﻌ َﺪﻩ
ِ
Fasting on the Day of Arafah, indeed I anticipate that Allah will forgive (the sins) of the year
after it, and the year before it
(At-Tirmizi)
4. Learning how to strive and sacrifice in the path of Allah through the difficult
journey of Hajj. Also, learning beautiful lessons of certainty, trust in Allah,
patience and forbearance from the tradition of Noble Prophet Abraham PBUH.
5. Hajj is the best example of maximum humbleness and equality. When we look
at the largest human gathering of Hajj we see the people of all colours,
genders, professions, races, ethnicities and nationalities, all staying in one
place, eating in one place and worshipping in one place. This is the biggest
example of equality, and the effort of Islam in combating the diseases of
racism which have remained in the hearts and minds of many people in this
world.
Prophet Mohammed PBUH said in his farewell speech on the day of Arafah:
All mankind is from Adam and Eve. An Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, nor
does a non-Arab have any superiority over an Arab. A white person has no superiority
over a black person, nor does a black have any superiority over a white except by
piety and good action. Learn that every Muslim is the brother of another Muslim and
that Muslims constitute one brotherhood.
May Allah, the almighty enable us to benefit immensely from this sacred period of
Hajj. Ameen

