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Ramadan Is the Month of Charity and Generosity 
Sheikh/ Khalifa Ezzat

Ramadan 14, 1430 – Sep. 4, 2009

Dear brothers and sisters: Ramadan is the month of generosity, giving charity and benevolence. It is the month of solidarity, kindness and mercy. The Prophet [pbuh] was the most generous person in Ramadan. Ibn ‘Abbas narrated that the Messenger of Allah [pbuh] was the most generous person, and he would be at his most generous in Ramadan because Jibril would come to him every night and he would rehearse the Qur'an with him; he did so twice in the year of his death..’ [al-Bukhari]  We really need to follow his example and morals. 
The best charity, the best Zakah, the best Sadaqah is in Ramadan. Feeding the poor and needy fasting people is highly recommended in Ramadan. The Prophet [pbuh] said, ‘Whoever feeds a fasting person, will get a reward like him.’ [Ahmad] He also said, ‘Protect yourself from the fire even by giving half of a date.’ [Agreed upon]

Dear brothers and sisters: Many verses of the Qur’an show us how important it is to give charity, to be kind and generous to the poor and needy. There is a strong relationship between Ramadan and giving charity. Zakat al-Fitr aims at helping the poor on the day of ‘Id and expiating [Kaffarah] for any mistakes or wrongdoings a person may have done during this blessed month. 

A believer does a good deed by recognizing Allah’s goodness to him/her. A believer’s way with their wealth is that they enjoy it with moderation and spend it seeking Allah’s blessings in the Hereafter. Among the people of paradise are those who feed the poor, observe fasting, and offer night prayers.’ [Ahmad]   
Allah has given us many things. His blessings are countless. We should be thankful to Him all the time. We should also show our gratitude by doing good to others, by helping the poor and by spending in His cause. 

In the Qur’an there are five words used for charity: Zakah [obligatory charity], sadaqah [charity], khairat [good deeds], ihsan [kindness and consideration], infaq fi sabil Allah [spending for the sake of Allah]. 

Why is there so much emphasis on charity and generosity? Because charity elevates the human personality by removing selfishness, greed and materialism. It creates compassion, care, love and kindness. It makes a person more thankful to Allah. It helps those who are in need and it provides funds for good causes and community projects.

Dear brothers and sisters: What is the difference between Zakah,  Zakat al-Fitr or Sadaqat al-Fitr , and Sadaqat al-Taataw’ [optional charity]. Some people are confused about these types of Zakah and sadakah. Zakah is obligatory like Salah. There are some Muslims who do not pay Zakah and there are some who give whatever they feel like giving, without observing the rules of Zakah. Muslims must learn the rules of Zakah, just as they learn the rules of Salah. Briefly the rules are as follows: 

The first kind is the Zakah which is obligatory on those who have the nisab [i.e. the minimum wealth owned for one year]. It is about 85 grams of gold or its value in cash or 595 grams of silver or its cash value. Muslims should calculate all their wealth carefully. After deducting their personal and family expenses whatever is left they must give Zakah on it. The amount of Zakah due on cash, gold and silver is a minimum of 2.5%. Personal belongings such as a residential home, car, clothes, furniture, computer, books etc. are exempt from Zakah. 
Zakah is for the 1. Poor, 2. Needy, 3. Those who administer the Zakah, 4. Those whose hearts are reconciled for Islam [new Muslims etc.], 5. To free the slaves, 6. Those unable to pay their debts, 7. Travellers rendered helpless, 8. In the Way of Allah. These categories are mentioned in the Qur’an in Surah At-Tawbah verse number 60. 
Those who have enough for their basic needs should not take Zakah. One should not give Zakah to their own parents, spouse, children or dependants. Compulsory Zakah is only to help Muslims. It cannot be used to help non-Muslims, however, they can be helped from sadaqat and other charities. 

The second kind of Zakah is Sadaqatul Fitr or Zakahul Fitr: This is a special charity for the month of Ramadan. All those who are supposed to give Zakah must give sadaqatul Fitr in Ramadan for themselves as well as on behalf of their dependants. This charity should be given during Ramadan or before the `Idul Fitr prayer. 

 Zakatul-Fitr is incumbent on every free Muslim who possesses basic food for himself or his family for the duration of one day and night. Every free Muslim must pay Zakatul-Fitr for himself, his wife, children, and servants. The amount of Zakat-ul-Fitr was fixed by the Prophet [pbuh]. It is about 5 pounds or a Sa‘ [measure] of wheat, flour, barley, dates or raisins. Some jurists also allow paying cash to the poor and needy. It is approximately five pounds in cash. Ibn `Umar said, "The Prophet [pbuh] enjoined the payment of one Sa` of dates or one Sa` of barley as Zakatul-Fitr on every Muslim, young and old, male and female, free and slave." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim.]

Various reasons are given by the scholars for this obligatory charity. Some say that this charity helps the poor and needy and takes care of their needs in the month of Ramadan and also makes it possible for them to celebrate the `Eid festival with other Muslims. Other scholars maintain that this charity is meant to expiate [Kaffarah] for any mistakes or wrongdoings a person may have done during this blessed month. 

Ibn `Abbas said: The Prophet [pbuh] enjoined Zakat-ul-Fitr so that those who fast are purified of their sins and the poor and needy people are able to arrange for their basic needs of food, clothing etc. Therefore, the Sadaqah [charity] of the person who gives before the `Eid prayer is the real Sadaqah, but if someone delays and gives it afterwards, his charity will be of the ordinary kind. [Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah]

The third kind is optional charity which can be paid at any time to any poor person, including non-Muslims. A Muslim will be rewarded if he gives this type of charity but will not be blamed if he does not .

 Finally, I ask Allah to guide us all.

