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Dear brothers and sisters: Islam is a religion of peace. Peace cannot be achieved in any community without tolerance. Tolerance can only be achieved if we accept that different views, languages, and beliefs exist and these are facts that exist in this world. Islam acknowledges these facts. 

The Qur’an says, ‘O mankind! We created you from a single pair of a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know each other, [not to despise each other].’ [49:13] the Qur’an clarifies that differences exist in color, race and language and that this is one of His signs. The Qur’an says, ‘And among His Signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the variations in your languages and your colours; verily in that are Signs for those who know. ’ [Ar-Rum:22]

Tolerance can be achieved if we know that differences in belief, language, and color are the wisdom of God. Tolerance can be achieved if we believe in the fact that everyone has freedom of belief and the right to practice his belief. The Qur’an says, ‘Had your Lord willed, all the people on earth would have believed. So can you [Prophet] compel people to believe? [Yunus 10: 99]. And says, ‘Say, ‘Now the truth has come from your Lord: Let those who wish to believe in it do so, and let those who wish to reject it do so.’ [Al-Kahf 17: 29].

And says, ‘So [people] respond to your Lord before there comes a Day that cannot, against God’s will, be averted—you will have no refuge on that Day, and no possibility of denying [your sins]. If they still turn away [remember that] We have not sent you [Prophet] to be their keeper: your duty is to deliver the message.’ [Ash-Shura 42: 47-48], and says, ‘There is no compulsion in religion…’ [Al-Baqrah 2: 256].

Dear brothers and sisters: the relationship between Muslims and non-Muslims is based on peace, tolerance, and coexistence. It was in 622 CE that Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] introduced the Charter of Madinah, which in fact was the first ever written constitution at that time. It gave people the right of protection, security, peace and justice; not only to Muslims, but also to the Jews who lived in the City of Madinah, as well as the allies of the Jews who were non-Muslims. 
Similarly, he received the Christians of Najran with kindness in his Masjid in Madinah. They argued with him about Islam, but he responded to them with honor and respect. 
In his covenant with them, he said: “Najran and its neighboring areas are in the security of God, and His Messenger. The property, religions and churches of the inhabitants, whether a lot or little, are under the protection of the Prophet.” ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab, in his letter to Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn Al-Jarrah wrote: “Prevent Muslims from wronging or causing harm to them [non-Muslims] or taking their property illegally.” 

So, these examples show us that Islam accepts others, respects them, and is a religion of coexistence. 

As Muslims, we believe in Jesus, in the Gospel, and in Marry as the mother of Jesus. The Qur’an includes a chapter for Marry and chapter for her family, the family of ‘Imran. The Qur’an does not include chapter for Khadijah, the wife of the prophet or Fatimah, his daughter. 

There are many examples from his life that show Prophet Muhammad was tolerant, friendly and peaceful with non-Muslims, Christians and Jews as long as they were tolerant with Muslims. He ordered Muslims to be kind to them as well. 

He said in a hadith: ‘Beware! Whoever is cruel and hard on a non-Muslim minority, or curtails their rights, or burdens them with more than they can bear, or takes anything from them against their free will; I [Prophet Muhammad] will complain against that person on the Day of Judgment.’ [Abu Dawud] 

In another narration, ‘Whoever causes harm to a dhimmi [Christian or Jew living under Muslim rule], annoys me and whoever annoys me annoys God.’

There are common factors between us and people of other divine revelations. This is why God says: ‘And argue not with the People of the Scripture unless it be in [a way] that is better, save with such of them as do wrong; and say: We believe in that which hath been revealed unto us and revealed unto you; our God and your God is One, and unto Him we surrender.’ [Al-`Ankabut 29: 46]

There are some extremists who claim that there is no common ground between Muslims, Christians and Jews, but this is the wrong perception of the Islamic viewpoint. Otherwise, why would God allow Muslim men to marry Christians and Jews? Why is their food permissible for us to eat? Why were the early Muslims sad when the Persians defeated the Romans - the former were magus [worshippers of fire] while the latter were Christians? 

Islam urges all Muslims to deal kindly and justly with all people. Muslims should have good relations with all people. At school, at work, in your neighborhood, etc., you should be kind and courteous to everyone. Muslims are allowed to have non-Muslims as friends as long as they keep their own faith and commitment to Islam pure and strong. 

Islam teaches us that we should be friendly to all people. Islam teaches us that we should deal even with our enemies with justice and fairness. God says in the Qur'an in the beginning of the same Surat Al-Ma’dah: ‘O you who believe! Stand out firmly for God as witnesses to fair dealings and let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. [Al-Ma’idah 5:8]

Moreover, God Almighty has described Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] as "a mercy" to the worlds. He was a sign of God's Mercy to all, Muslims as well as non-Muslims. In his kindness and fair treatment he did not differentiate between the believers and non-believers. He was kind to the pagans of Makkah and fought them only when they fought him. He made treaties with the Jews of Madinah and honored the treaties until they broke them.
Dear brothers and sisters: So, the basic rule in the relationship between Muslims and non-Muslims is that there must be coexistence and peace. This situation must be maintained, even if non-Muslims continue to reject Islam for themselves, as long as they do not react in a hostile way, our role as Muslims is to develop and maintain positive relationships with non-Muslims,  so that they can see Islam is a beautiful and peaceful religion, and not as it is represeted in the media. 

Dear brothers and sisters:  Here we come to the question many Muslim brothers and sisters ask: Is it permissible to congratulate my non-Muslim colleagues at school, work, university or my neighbor on non Muslim festivals such as Christmas and the New Year?
Undoubtedly, this is a sensitive issue especially for Muslims who live in the west and deal with non-Muslims in buying, selling, marriage, food, schools, universities…etc. 

Firstly, the relationship between Muslims and non-Muslims is clarified in the following verse: 60:8-9]. Why did God say in Surat al-Mumtahinah, ‘God forbids you not with regard to those who fight you not for your faith, nor drive you out of your homes, from dealing kindly and justly with them. For God loves those who are just. God only forbids you with regard to those who fight you for your faith, and drive you out of your homes and support others in driving you out, from turning to them for protection [or taking them as wali]. Those who seek their protection they are indeed wrong- doers.’ [Al-Mumtahinah 60: 8-9]

So, God has clearly forbidden Muslims from fighting those who do not fight their faith or drive them out from their homes. According to the Qur’an, Muslims are required to deal with all people kindly and justly as long as they do not oppose or oppress Muslims or place obstacles against Islam. The above verses also affirm that it is only forbidden to have relations with those who show hostility to Muslims. In this context, those who aid the oppressors are not better than the oppressors themselves.
So, to congratulate your non-Muslim colleagues at school, work, university or your neighbors, even if he or she is Mushriks or an atheist is permissible, for festivals are permissible, this is from the kindness that the Qur’an mentioned. The Prophet [pbuh] urged kindness and justice to non-Muslims; when he was asked Asma, daughter of Abu Bakr, about her non-Muslim mother who visited her, he told her to be kind to her.’
Other scholars such as Ibn Taymiyah, however disagree with this view. 

The other point which I want to deal with is the excellence of the month of Muharram and the day of Ashura. The month of Muharram is the first month of the Hijri Calendar in which fasting is recommended. It is one of the four sacred months. It is narrated that the Prophet [pbuh] and his Companions used to fast on the 10th day of Muharram while they were in Makkah [before the hijrah]. 

Ibn `Abbas used to say that we should fast on two days, the 9th and 10th of Muharram. [At-Tirmidhi]  Ibn `Abbas also quoted the Prophet [pbuh] as saying, “If I live next year, I shall also fast on the 9th day.” [Ahmad]. The scholars mentioned three degrees for fasting: the first and the best is to fast three days:9th, 10th, and 11th. The second degree is to fast two days: 9th and 10th. The third is to fast the 10th only.
The other point which I want to comment on is that some people make a link between Islam and violence in order to defame the image of Islam. If someone who belongs to Muslims by name does a stupid action or commits a crime or kills innocent people by blowing up himself, they link that with Islam and exaggerate in their propaganda in depicting that to show people how bad Islam is; hence Islamaphopia increases. As a result, some innocent Muslims face discrimination. This is really unacceptable action.   
Dear brothers and sisters: I ask Allah to accept our prayers, acts, and supplications. I ask Him to guide us all.  Ameen   

