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Rumour Mongering

Sh. Khalifa Ezzat

Dhul-Hijjah 24, 1430/ Dec. 11, 2009

Dear brothers and sisters:  Conflicts and clashes between evil and good have existed since the creation of the world and will continue until the end of this world. They are internal as well as external. There are hidden wars and evil campaigns aiming to destroy and defame specific individuals. The term for all this is rumour mongering.  

Man in this modern world is influenced by some media which frightens him, incites him to commit evil deeds and encourages him to love worldly pleasures, forgetting about the orders of Allah and the hereafter. Very highly qualified professionals and great scholars in all fields control this kind of media. Their plan is to convert people to their own interests and agendas, to profit from those under their control and to spread their culture throughout the world. The word ‘isha’ah [rumour] is insufficient, whilst the word I‘laam [false news or propaganda] is more comprehensive.  

Dear brothers and sisters: Throughout history, we find that rumour mongering is common. These rumours cause worry and problems for people. The advent of Islam struggled with rumours and warned against those people who maliciously circulated them. Rumours adversely affect the coherence of Muslim society and its members. Islam regards such behaviour to be ignoble and immoral because it destroys the noble principles of Islam such as coherence, love, brotherhood, cooperation, sympathy and mercy amongst people. Islam therefore prohibits backbiting, slander and lies. Consequently, rumour mongering is an ignoble act that is prohibited. The Qur’an declares:  ‘Verily, those who like that (the crime of) abomination should be propagated amongst those who believe will have a painful torment in this world and in the Hereafter….’  [24: 19]

Consider this verse deeply in order to understand its meaning well. Allah refers to those who approve of such acts in the Muslim community. Those who are satisfied with these illegal acts that spread disorder in the Muslim community will suffer the same torment. What about those who commit such acts themselves? What is their abode? The answer is at the end of the verse. Consider also the following verse: ‘If good befalls you, it grieves them but, if some evil overtakes you, they rejoice at it. If you remain patient and become pious, not the least harm will their cunning do to you….’ [3: 120]

Dear brothers and sisters: Islam orders us to ensure that news is true and to verify it before circulating it. Every Muslim must be careful about this and hold his tongue until he confirms the veracity of what he says because we are all responsible before Allah about allegations and rumors. The Qur’an declares regarding this: ‘O you who believe! If a Fâsiq (liar - evil person) comes to you with any news, verify it, lest you should harm people in ignorance and afterwards regret what you have done.’ [49: 6] and: ‘Not a word does he (or she) utter, but there is a watcher by him ready (to record it).’ [Qaaf: 18] and: ‘And follow not (O man i.e., say not, or do not or witness) that of which you have no knowledge. Verily! The hearing, the sight and the heart of each one will be questioned (by Allah).’ [Al-Israa’: 36]

Dear brothers and sisters: Some rumors in the mass media aim at weakening the will of Muslims and strengthening opponents. They also aim to destroy our hopes and make us suspect our religion, our beliefs and our Messenger.  Surely, these concepts are based on the misunderstanding and misguided thinking about Muslims. The Qur’an says: ‘O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion. Indeed some suspicions are sins; and spy not, neither backbite one another… [49:12]

The prophet [pbuh] said, ‘Beware of suspicion! For suspicion is a kind of lie.’ [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] he also said, ‘It is a big mistake to circulate all that one hears.’ [Muslim] 

The Prophet thus warned us against circulating news if we are not sure of it or its validity has not been confirmed. It is a kind of lie if one circulates news or spreads a rumor without verifying it. It is better to avoid circulating news if it is in the Muslim interest.  The Prophet told us about the characteristics of people who circulate rumors for the purpose of corruption and spreading hatred. He said, ‘The worst among you is he who spreads slander amongst people, severs the relations of people who love one another and looks for defects in others.’ [Al-Bukhari]

Those who circulate bad news or evil analysis of news, who weaken the will of people or who make people despair are ignoble, immoral, sick, criminal, evil-thinking and follow the conduct of Satan.

Dear brothers and sisters:  If we read history, we will see that rumors, ill thinking, misinterpreting situations and the circulation of false news have been common throughout the ages. Honorable people have been subject to it. Maryam [Mary] was subjected to this when her tribe accused her of being unchaste because of her son Jesus, who had no father. The Qur’an relates this: ‘O sister (i.e. the like) of Hârûn (Aaron)! Your father was not a man who used to commit adultery, nor was  your mother  an unchaste woman.’ [Mariyam: 28]

Similarly, Prophet Joseph was subjected to the false accusation of fornication with the wife of the Egyptian governor. The Qur’an declares about this:  ‘And indeed she did desire him, and he would have inclined to her desire, had he not seen the evidence of his Lord. Thus it was that We might turn him away from evil and illegal sexual intercourse. Surely, he was one of Our chosen (guided) slaves.’ [Yusuf: 24]

‘A’ishah, wife of the Prophet Muhammad was also accused of committing adultery with a companion after the Battle of Bani Al-Mustaliq. The Qur’an relates the whole story I n Surat Al-Nur.: ‘Verily! Those who brought forth the slander (against 'Aishah) are a group among you. Consider it not a bad thing for you. Nay, it is good for you….’ [An-Nur: 11]

Dear brothers and sisters: Nowadays Muslims suffer from false allegations and rumors throughout the mass media; TV, radio, newspapers, internet, etc. The war of rumors nowadays is launched against Muslims through these means. The aim is to weaken the will of Muslims; to make them in doubt of our religion; and to distort our belief. Perhaps this stems from misunderstanding or prejudice against Muslims.  Perhaps it is intentional. 
By the great progress and development of mass media communications the world has become like a village. People all over the world circulate news at the same time and rumors can circulate in less than a minute. Every Muslim should be aware of this and consider it deeply before believing anything. He should know that behind the news there are highly qualified psychologists, sociologists and others who concentrate on news about Muslims. 

Dear brothers and sisters: Muslims must not be afflicted with frustration because of this war of rumors. Muslims should return to their moderate religion by right and perfect practice. Muslims should trust in Allah and rely on Him, for He is the only One who guards us. The Qur’an declares:  ‘… and if you return, so shall We return...’ [8:19]

This is a test from Allah to us. He reminds us that we might abandon His teachings and rulings. He adjures return to His teachings in order to achieve your hopes for He has the power. The Qur’an declares: … But if you remain patient and become Al-Muttaqûn (the pious], not the least harm will their cunning do to you.’ [3: 120] It also says, ‘So do not become weak (against your enemy) or be sad and you will be superior (in victory) if you are indeed (true) believers.’ [Ala-‘Imraan: 139]

 ‘Those (i.e. believers) unto whom the people (hypocrites) said, ‘Verily, the people (pagans) have gathered against you (a great army), therefore, fear them.’ But it (only) increased them in Faith, and they said: ‘Allâh (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for us).’ [3: 173]

Rumors circulated by the mass media against Muslims concentrate on implanting fear, disorder, suspicion and confusion. It surely affects public opinion and decision-makers. Muslims must not abandon the sources of Islam; the Qur’an and sunnah [i.e. legal ways of the Prophet Muhammad]. They should not be affected by rumors about Islam that allege it to be a religion of terrorism, of backwardness, of war and killing, of poverty, of dispersal and difference. 

Verify information before judging, this is the teaching of Islam. There are many verses in the Qur’an about this. For example, the Qur’an declares: Those (i.e. believers) unto whom the people (hypocrites) said, ‘Verily, the people have gathered against you (a great army), therefore, fear them.’ But it (only) increased them in Faith, and they said: ‘Allâh (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs (for us)…’ [3: 173- 175]

Regarding the battle of Khandaq, the Qur’an also declares:  When they came upon you from above and from below; when eyes grew wild; hearts reached to the throats and you were harbouring doubts about Allâh. There, the believers were tried and shaken with a mighty shaking.’ [3: 10-11] They were in doubt and said as the Qur’an declares: ‘…And what Allah and His messenger had promised was in vain.’

And said about the true believers: Amongst the believers are men who have been true to their covenant with Allâh  Some of them have fulfilled their obligations (i.e. have been martyred) and some of them are still waiting, but have never changed (i.e. they never proved treacherous to the covenant which they concluded with Allâh) in the least.

Dear brothers and sisters: We have discovered many rumors falsely circulated, for example, on the internet. Many sites reported that celebrities [famous people] converted to Islam, causing much talk and some Muslims rejoiced. Later, it was refuted. The purpose of this news was to deepen Muslim frustration.
The victory of Allah cannot be obtained except by obeying Him and following His teachings. Islam is a comprehensive religion. It is not just acts of worship but it compromises all our affairs of life, marriage, finance, commerce, manners, morals, homes, travel and relations with others. It is a comprehensive way of life.

Dear Muslims: Finally, we ask Allah to accept our deeds, prayers and supplications. We ask Him also to provide us with glory, honor, and strength. Ameen 
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