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The New Hijri Year
Sheikh/ Khalifa Ezzat

28 Dhul-Hijjah 1429 – 26 Dec. 2008

Dear brothers and sisters: In the next few days, we will receive the new Hijri year. We should use this opportunity to learn lessons and admonitions from the last year and prepare ourselves for the next year. This New Year reminds us of a great incident which was a turning point in the history of Islam. It reminds us of the Prophet’s migration from Makkah to Madinah.

In this khutbah, I will not focus on what happened during the migration or when this took place because most of you know about this.  However, I will focus on how the Islamic Hijri calendar was established, and some important lessons and admonitions we can learn from the hijrah.  

The Islamic Hijri calendar which is based on sighting the moon is very important because our worship to Allah is based on it, we offer prayer, observe fasting, make Hajj, and give Zakah according to the Islamic calendar. The Qur’an says, ‘It is He Who made the sun to be a shining glory and the moon to be a light [of beauty], and measured out stages for it; that ye might know the number of years and the count [of time]. [10:5] 

This Hijri year reminds us of the Islamic calendar which most Muslim countries neglect nowadays, choosing not to use it in their writings, contracts, transactions…etc. This Hijri calendar is the entity of Muslims. Every Muslim should be proud of using the Islamic calendar. Other nations feel proud of their calendar, the Chinese have their own calendar and they are proud of it; the Jews have their own calendar and they are proud of it; the Copts have their own calendar and are proud of it. 

The Qur’an specifies for Muslims the number of months and the sacred months of them. The Qur’an said, ‘The number of months in the sight of Allah is twelve [in a year], so ordained by Him the day He created the heavens and the earth; of them four are sacred: that is the straight usage. So wrong not yourselves therein...’ [9:36] The Prophet in his last speech emphasised on them as well.      

Dear brothers and sisters: The arrival of Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] in the city of Madinah was the first victory for Muslims. For the first time Muslims gained the right to run a country based on Islamic teachings led by the Prophet Muhammad himself. 

The new Hijri year or the Islamic calendar started in the year 17 AH/ 638 CE, when Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari, one of the officials of the second Caliph ‘Umar in Kufa, received a letter from ‘Umar al-Khattab without a date. Abu Musa said, ‘We receive instructions from you every now and then, but as the letters are undated, and sometimes the contents of the letters differ, it becomes difficult to ascertain as to which instructions are to be followed.’ 

This triggered ‘Umar to introduce a calendar system for Muslims. ‘Umar called the renowned companions such as ‘Ali for a meeting to seek their views on a suitable calendar for Muslims. Some of them suggested to use the Messiah calendar or the Roman clander which was already followed by many people at that time. Others suggested using the Persian calender. There were also some who suggested starting the calendar from the birth of Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] . 

It was thought that the Islamic calendar should start on an unambiguous date, and a date that was known by many people. There was a suggestion to start on the date of the death of Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] , and there were some who suggested it begin with the date of the arrival of Prophet Muhammad [pbuh]  at Madinah. 

They accept that suggestion not only because it was a very significant event and was known by almost all Muslims at that time, but more importantly, the companions of Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] were already starting their calendar from that date, out of habit.

The second issue to be decided was what would be the first month of the calendar. Some suggested Ramadan, and some suggested the month of Rajab because it was a month much glorified by the Arabs before Islam came. 

It was suggested to start the calendar with the month of Muharram, because it was already the custom of the Arabs at that time to start their year with the month of Muharram, after the return of the pilgrims from their Hajj. This suggestion was agreed by all who were present.

Thus the Islamic calendar started from the month of Muharram in the year of Muhammad’s arrival at the city of Madinah, and because of the Hijra event the calendar was named the Hijra calendar.

Dear brothers and sisters: There are many lessons that should learned from this occasion. This new Hijri year reminds us of the conditions, difficulties, and events which surrounded the Prophet [pbuh] during his Hijrah [emigration] to Makkah. These conditions and difficulties were perfectly and wisely destined and decreed by Allah in order to teach the Prophet [pbuh] how to face difficulties and how to struggle so as to achieve his aims and goals. We should learn from this example when we face hardship in our life.

These events and hardships will happen to every one because the human self is one, as the Qur’an declared. Also because the struggle between truth and falsehood; between good and evil; belief and disbelief is old and continuous, because the main characteristics of man remain the same in all times and places. The stance of the Prophet in Hijrah and the hardships and difficulties he faced is the stance that Allah wants us to follow when we face hardships. 

Dear brothers and sisters: Hijrah also teaches us how to plan precisely as the Prophet [pbuh] did. He did not depend completely on divine support but laid out a precise plan for his hijrah [migration] in order to teach us how to use all available resources and possibilities to make our plan successful and then to ask Allah for guidance, support, and help. This is called 'Tawakkul' or trust in Allah. 

On the other hand, if one asks for Allah’s help without making any effort, this is surely not enough. Look to the Prophet’s example regarding this. 

He went out secretly to confuse those who were chasing him, he hired a competent guide to show him the best way, chose the cave of Thawr in order to mislead them and determined a mission for every one; one to verify news, another to erase footprints, and a third to deliver food. Moreover he assigned ‘Ali to wear his garment and sleep in his bed as a camouflage for the besiegers who had previously decided to kill him. 

Dear brothers and sisters: The other point which I want to deal with is the excellence of the month of Muharram and the day of Ashura. The month of Muharram is the first month of the Hijri Calendar in which fasting is recommended. It is one of the four sacred months. It is narrated that the Prophet [pbuh] and his Companions used to fast on the 10th day of Muharram while they were in Makkah [before the hijrah]. 

Ibn `Abbas used to say that we should fast on two days, the 9th and 10th of Muharram. [At-Tirmidhi]  Ibn `Abbas also quoted the Prophet [pbuh] as saying, “If I live next year, I shall also fast on the 9th day.” [Ahmad]. The scholars mentioned three degrees for fasting: the first and the best is to fast three days:9th, 10th, and 11th. The second degree is to fast two days: 9th and 10th. The third is to fast the 10th only.
Dear brothers and sisters: I ask Allah to accept our prayers, acts, and supplications. We ask Him to guide us all.  Ameen   
