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The Recommended Acts in the Last Third of Ramadan

Sheikh/ Khalifa Ezzat

Ramadan 28, 1430 – Sep. 18, 2009

Dear brothers and sisters: In a few hours, Ramadan will come to end. Those who have done their best and exert themselves in worship, faith and doing good acts will get their reward for their good actions. They follow the example of Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] who was the most generous person especially in Ramadan. So, we are encouraged to be extra generous during the last ten nights of Ramadan. Ibn `Abbas related: ‘Allah's Messenger [pbuh] was the most generous of all people in doing good, and he was at his most generous during the month of Ramadan.’ He was generous in worship, generous in doing good deeds, and generous in giving charity. 

The Prophet gives glad tidings to those who exert themselves in worship, prayers, and doing good deeds. Abu Hurairah narrated that the Prophet [pbuh] said: ‘Whoever spends Laylat Al-Qadr in prayer, believing in Allah and seeking His reward, all his past sins will be forgiven.’ [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] He also said, ‘Whoever observes fasting in Ramadan, believing in Allah and seeking His reward, all his past sins will be forgiven.’ [al-Bukhari]

This last third of Ramadan is the days of release from Hellfire as the Prophet said in the hadith. The last ten nights of Ramadan are very special. 

Dear brothers and sisters: Let’s review some of the good acts that we should do in these last ten days of Ramadan, following the way of Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] 
1. Exerting Oneself in Worship and Wake Up the Family: ‘A’ishah said: ‘The Prophet [pbuh] would exert himself in worship during the last ten nights more than at any other time of the year.’ [Muslim] `A’ishah said: ‘During the last ten nights of Ramadan, the Prophet [pbuh] would tighten his waist belt and spend the night in worship. He would also wake up his family.’ [Al-Bukhari] 

A Muslim should exert himself in constant worship, seeking the night of Qadr, making I‘tikaf, reading the Qur’an, making du`aa’ and dhikr.

2. Among the good acts in the last ten days of Ramadan is to retreat in the mosque by making [i`tikaf]: It was a practice of the Prophet to spend the last ten days and nights of Ramadan in the masjid for I‘tikaf. During I`tikaf one should spend most of one’s time in prayer, reading the Qur’an, dhikr, and reflection. Engaging in business and other worldly conversation and activities is not allowed during I`tikaf. 
Observing a retreat in the mosque is of the best things we can do during the last ten nights of Ramadan. ‘A’ishah narrated: ‘The Prophet [pbuh] used to do a retreat in the mosque during the last ten nights of Ramadan up until he died. His wives continued to observe this practice after his death.’ [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

3. Among the good acts in these days is to seek Laylat Al-Qadr. A Muslim should seek this special night by spending the last ten nights of Ramadan engaged in various acts of worship. These include reading the Qur'an, dhikr, and asking for Allah's forgiveness Abu Hurairah narrated that the Prophet [pbuh] said: ‘Whoever spends Laylat Al-Qadr in prayer, believing in Allah and seeking His reward, all his past sins will be forgiven.’ [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

Ramadan has shown us what we are capable of doing when we push ourselves. Then, in the last ten nights we receive yet another push. Allah the Almighty says: [Indeed, We sent the Qur’an down during the Night of Decree. And what can make you know what is the Night of Decree? The Night of Decree is better than a thousand months. The angels and the Spirit descend therein by permission of their Lord for every matter. Peace it is until the emergence of dawn.] [97: 1-5]

Laylat Al-Qadr is one of the last ten nights, and in some narrations one of the last ten odd nights. These signs show that we should be devoted in worship throughout the ten nights, and not just one. For this reason, the signs that show Laylat Al-Qadr are towards the end of the night, and not before. Almighty Allah did not specify its order among the ten nights so that people may exert their utmost efforts throughout all the ten days in worship. 

4. Among the good acts in the last days of Ramadan is to recite the Qur’an and to reflect on its meaning: 
Ramadan is the month of the Qur’an. The Qur’an says, ‘The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'an, a guidance for mankind, and clear proofs of the guidance, and the Criterion (of right and wrong). And whosoever of you is present, let him fast the month.’[2] Jibreel used to meet with him every year throughout the month of Ramadan, so the Prophet [pbuh] could recite the Qur'an to him. Whenever Jibreel met with him, he became more generous than a beneficial breeze.’ [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]
5. Among the good deeds is to increase Du’a and remembering Allah: ‘A’ishah said: I asked the Messenger of Allah: ‘O Messenger of Allah, if I know what night is the night of Qadr, what should I say during it?' He said: ‘Say: O Allah, You are pardoning and You love to pardon, so pardon me.’ ‘[Ahmad and al-Tirmidhi] The transliteration of this Dua is ‘Allahumma innaka 'afuwwun tuhibbul 'afwa fa'fu 'annee’

The Prophet [pbuh] said, ‘Indeed, this world, with all it contains, is cursed, except for the remembrance of Allah and what follows it from deeds pleasing to Allah, scholars [of religion] and seekers of knowledge.’ [al-Tirmidhi].

6. Among the good actions during these few days is to give Zakah.The second kind of Zakah is Sadaqatul Fitr or Zakahul Fitr: This is a special charity for the month of Ramadan. All those who are supposed to give Zakah must give sadaqatul Fitr in Ramadan for themselves as well as on behalf of their dependants. This charity should be given during Ramadan or before the `Idul Fitr prayer. 

 Zakatul-Fitr is incumbent on every free Muslim who possesses basic food for himself or his family for the duration of one day and night. Every free Muslim must pay Zakatul-Fitr for himself, his wife, children, and servants. The amount of Zakat-ul-Fitr was fixed by the Prophet [pbuh]. It is about 5 pounds or a Sa‘ [measure] of wheat, flour, barley, dates or raisins. Some jurists also allow paying cash to the poor and needy. It is approximately five pounds in cash. 
Ibn `Umar said, "The Prophet [pbuh] enjoined the payment of one Sa` of dates or one Sa` of barley as Zakatul-Fitr on every Muslim, young and old, male and female, free and slave." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim.]

this charity helps the poor and needy and takes care of their needs in the month of Ramadan and also makes it possible for them to celebrate the `Eid festival with other Muslims. It is meant to expiate [Kaffarah] for any mistakes or wrongdoings a person may have done during this blessed month. 

Ibn `Abbas said: The Prophet [pbuh] enjoined Zakat-ul-Fitr so that those who fast are purified of their sins and the poor and needy people are able to arrange for their basic needs of food, clothing etc. Therefore, the Sadaqah [charity] of the person who gives before the `Eid prayer is the real Sadaqah, but if someone delays and gives it afterwards, his charity will be of the ordinary kind. [Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah].  

7. Among the good actions also is to strengthen ties with your relatives and friends; to be kind and tolerant to them. The Qur’an and the Sunnah stress on this in many texts. 
8. Among the good actions is to receive ‘Id al-Fitr with happiness and rejoice.  After this hard work in worship and faith, the time for happiness and rejoice come for breaking fasting and getting reward. 
 Finally, I ask Allah to guide us all.

