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The Rights of Parents in Islam
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Dear brothers and sisters: Among the greatest rights in Islam is the right of parents and relatives. According to the Qur’an, their right comes after Allah’s worship. References to parents have been made at least 15 times in the Qur'an. There are numerous traditions of the Prophet Muhammad on this subject.

The Qur’an declares, ‘Serve Allah, and join not any partners with Him; and do good- to parents, kinsfolk, orphans…’ [4:36] and declares, ‘We have enjoined on man kindness to parents: but if they [either of them] strive [to force] thee to join with Me [in worship] anything of which thou hast no knowledge, obey them not…’ [29:8]. The Qur’an explains the reason saying, ‘And We have enjoined on man [to be good] to his parents: in travail upon travail did his mother bear him, and in years twain was his weaning: [hear the command], ‘Show gratitude to Me and to thy parents: to Me is [thy final] Goal.’ [31:14] 
The Prophet [pbuh] regarded kindness to parents as better than Jihad in the way of Allah. Ibn Mas‘ud said, ‘I asked the Prophet which deed is most liked by Allah? He said, ‘Offering prayer in the due time.’ I asked, ‘What is next? He said, ‘Kindness to parents. Then I asked, ‘What is next? He said, ‘Jihad in the way of Allah.’ [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] This is their status and right in Islam.

Among their rights is also to know the duties towards them. These include, providing for them, if you are able to do so. The Qur’an sums up the whole matter in a master concept called Ihsaan, which denotes what is right, good and beautiful [i.e. showing to them kindness, compassion, gratitude, reverence and respect, praying for them and supporting them financially if they are in need.]

Among their rights is to be patient and tolerant with them and to make Du’a for them as the Qur’an says, ‘My Lord! bestow on them Thy Mercy, even as they cherished me in childhood.’ [17: 23, 24]

Dear brothers and sisters: Allah recommends that we should be kind to our parents even if they are non-Muslims. The Qur’an declares, ‘But if they strive to make thee join in worship with Me things of which thou hast no knowledge, obey them not; yet bear them company in this life with justice [and consideration]…’ [31:15] Asma' asked Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] how should she treat her mother, as she was a Pagan,; should she treat her like a daughter should treat her mother, and show kindness to her. The Prophet [pbuh] told her to be kind and considerate and to treat her with much kindness and respect.

 Dear brothers and sisters: The rights of parents can be achieved by showing kindness, humility and respect through saying good words, doing good actions, giving help and support to them even though they may have injured us. The Qur’an declares, ‘Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and that you be kind to parents. Whether one or more attain old age in thy life, say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of honor. And out of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and say, ‘My Lord! Bestow on them Thy Mercy, even as they cherished me in childhood.’ [17: 23, 24]

We are indebted to our parents, particularly our mother. She not only nourished us in her womb, but went through pain and suffering. She loved us even before we were born. She toiled when we were totally helpless infants. She spent sleepless nights caring for us. 

A Companion asked the Prophet, ‘Who deserves my good treatment most?’ ‘Your mother’, said the Prophet. ‘Who next?’ ‘Your mother.’ ‘Who next? ‘Your mother.’ ‘Who after that?’ ‘Your father’. This means that the mother deserves three times more good treatment from her children than the father. Another Tradition encourages us to extend kind treatment to close relatives on the mother’s side also [even to her friends]. In another Hadith, ‘Paradise lies under the feet of the mother’. 

The right of your father over you is that you should know that it is he who brought you into existence, and you are a branch of the tree of his life.’ Our parents as a team provided for all our needs: physical, educational, psychological, and in many instances, religious, moral, and spiritual.

Dear brothers and sisters: Kindness to parents is not only in their life but also after their death. The Prophet said, ‘A man from Bani Salamah came to the Prophet to ask him about kindness to parents after their death. The Prophet said, ‘Make Du’a for them, ask Allah’s forgiveness for them, implement their will, and honour their friends and relatives.’ [Abu Dawud] It was also narrated that Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab met a nomad who was his father’s friend. He gave him the donkey he used to ride and his hat as a gift. When he was asked about his behaviour, he said he was a friend of my father and I heard the Prophet saying, ‘The best kindness to parents after death is to be kind to their friends.’ [Muslim]  
Dear brothers and sisters: The reward for good treatment to parents is great in this world and in the Hereafter. The Prophet [pbuh] said: ‘The parent is the best among the doors of Paradise, so lose that door or protect it.’ 
The story that the Prophet mentioned about three persons from ancient times in a Hadith clarifies this meaning. One suggested that each supplicate to Allah by a good deed he had done earlier in his life. Three persons of a people before you were on a journey when they were overtaken by a storm and therefore they took shelter in a cave. A rock slipped down from the mountain and blocked the exit from the cave. One of them said, ‘You know I used to bring to my old parents every night. One night I brought it to them but they had already fallen asleep. So I stood by their bedside for the whole night until she got up in the morning and then I offered the milk to them. O Lord, if I did this thing seeking only your pleasure, then do relieve us of the distress  The stone slipped a little but not enough for them to get out. Similarly, the second and the third man mentioned an act of goodness and prayed to God to shift the stone. The stone slipped down and the entry to the cave opened up. So the men got out. This story shows how service to one’s parents leads to blessings from God and rescue from risks. 

Dear brothers and sisters: regarding showing ‘Uquq to parents or any kind of disrespect or dishonour, there are many texts of the Qur’an and traditions that warn us against it. ‘Uquq [disobedience or disrespect to parents] is one of the major sins. The Prophet said, ‘From the major sins is a man reviling his parents.’ We [companions] said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how does a man revile his parents?’ He said: ‘reviling a man's father is reviling your father, and reviling his mother is reviling your mother.’ [Muslim] There are many forms of ‘Uquq to parents. Among these forms is to show any kind of disrespect or to say any bad words to them. The Qur’an declares, ‘And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a word of disrespect, nor shout at them but address them in terms of honour.’ [17:23]

Among forms of ‘Uquq is to shout at them; to be angry with them; to give instructions to them; to defame their reputation before others; to stay outside the house for a long time and without their permission while they need you; to prefer your wife over them; to hit them; to hope they die; to be stingy to them; or to insult them. Mujahid said: ‘If parents grow old and end up urinating and answering the call of nature on themselves, do not feel disgusted or say 'Uff' to them. Rather, remove the urine and faeces from them, just as they used to do when you were young without feeling disgust in doing that for you.’ Ibn ‘Abbas was asked about the people of al-A'raf, he said: ‘al-A'raf is a mountain between Paradise and the Fire. Those who will be kept at al-A'raf include some men who joined the Jihaad without permission from their fathers and mothers and were martyred in the Jihad. Their death in the cause of Allaah qualified them to be saved from the Fire, but their disobedience to their parents prevented them from entering Paradise. They will remain at al-A'raaf until Allah decides in their case.’ 

Dear brothers and sisters: finally we ask Allah to help us to obey our parents and to support them as much as we can. We ask Allah also to guide us all.
