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The Ten Commandments of Surat al-An‘am

Imam/ Khalifa Ezzat

Jumada al-Awwal 20- 1430/ May 15-2009
Dear brothers and sisters: Surat al-An‘am contains three blessed verses that are known as the verses of commandments. These commandments, if they are followed are the way to success and salvation. Ibn Abbas says that these verses are muhkamat [clear] and acknowledged by all religions and laws so that one may attain piety. 
These verses clarify the principles of virtues and types of righteousness. They clarify the major sins and the forbidden acts. They confirm the rights of Allah and the rights of people. So the believer should follow what is commanded and avoid what is forbidden in these commandments.

Dear brothers and sisters: these verse are: Say: "Come, I will rehearse what Allah hath (really) prohibited you from": Join not anything as equal with Him; be good to your parents; kill not your children on a plea of want;- We provide sustenance for you and for them;- come not nigh to shameful deeds. Whether open or secret; take not life, which Allah hath made sacred, except by way of justice and law: thus doth He command you, that ye may learn wisdom. 
And come not nigh to the orphan's property, except to improve it, until he attain the age of full strength; give measure and weight with (full) justice;- no burden do We place on any soul, but that which it can bear;- whenever ye speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned; and fulfil the covenant of Allah: thus doth He command you, that ye may remember. Verily, this is My way, leading straight: follow it: follow not (other) paths: they will scatter you about from His (great) path: thus doth He command you. that ye may be righteous. [6:151-153]

Dear brothers and sisters: the verses of the ten commandments begin by forbidding shirk i.e. not to join anything in worship with Him and confirm the oneness of Allah. Shirk is the most major sin in Islam. Verily, Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners (in worship) with Him, but He forgives whom He wills, sins other than that.’ [4:116] 
Dear brothers and sisters:  The second commandment is the order for kindness to parents. Allah has commanded and ordered you to be kind to your parents. He has decreed that you worship none but Him and that you be dutiful to your parents. [17:23] Allah often mentions obeying Him and being dutiful to parents together. Allah said, ‘Give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination. But if they (both) strive with you to make you join in worship with Me others that of which you have no knowledge, then obey them not; but behave with them in this world kindly… 

Asma’, the daughter of Abu Bakr, asked the Messenger of Allah about kindness to her non-Muslim mother. He said that she must be kind to her.
After Allah commanded kindness to parents and grandparents, He next ordered kindness to children and grandchildren. In the third commandment it is forbidden to kill children due to poverty or hardship. The verse says, ‘Kill not your children because of poverty, We shall provide sustenance for you and for them. In the pre-Islamic era, they used to bury their daughters alive for fear of shame, and sometimes kill their sons for fear of poverty. 

Allah said in the fourth commandment, ‘Come not near Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) whether committed openly or secretly.’ Allah said in a similar Ayah, ‘Say: "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) whether committed openly or secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous oppression, joining partners (in worship) with Allah for which He has given  no authority.’ [7:33] 
The fifth commandment is the prohibition of unjustified killing. Allah said, ‘And kill not anyone whom Allah has forbidden, except for a just cause.’ This part of the verse emphasizes this prohibition specifically, although it is included in the immoral sins committed openly and in secret.

 There is a prohibition, a warning and a threat against killing the Mu`ahid, i.e., non-Muslims who have a treaty of peace with Muslims. `Abdullah bin `Amr said that the Prophet said, ‘Whoever killed a person having a treaty of protection with Muslims shall not smell the scent of Paradise.’

At the end of the verse, Allah says, ‘This is what He has commanded you, so that you may comprehend His commandments and prohibitions.

In the second verse, Allah gives more commandments when he says, ‘And come not nigh to the orphan's property, except to improve it, until he attain the age of full strength; give measure and weight with (full) justice;- no burden do We place on any soul, but that which it can bear;- whenever ye speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned; and fulfil the covenant of Allah: thus doth He command you, that ye may remember.’ [6:162]
The sixth commandment is the prohibition of consuming an orphan's property. The Qur’an declares in another place, ‘Verily, those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans. This is a warning to those who are the guardians of orphans to keep the orphans' property until they attain puberty and not to take it unjustly. 

Dear brothers and sisters: taking care of orphans in Islam is an act of social solidarity in the community. It is an act the Prophet recommend us to do and will guarantee paradise for him. 

The next commandment is to give full measure and full weight with justice. Allah has also warned against abandoning this commandment, when He said, ‘Woe to Al-Mutaffifin. Those who, when they have to receive by measure from men, demand full measure. And when they have to give by measure or weight to (other) men, give less than due. Do they not think that they will be resurrected (for reckoning). On a Great Day The Day when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord of all that exists.’ [83:1-6]. 
Allah said next, no burden do We place on any soul, but that which it can bear.’ This means whoever strives while pursuing his rights and giving others their full rights, then there is no sin on him if he commits an honest mistake after trying his best and striving to do what is right.
The next commandment is the order for just testimony. Allah said, ‘whenever ye speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned. This is similar to His statement, ‘O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as just witnesses. [5:8] And there is a similar Ayah in Surat An-Nisa'. So Allah commands justice in action and statement, with both near relatives and distant relatives. Indeed, Allah orders justice for everyone at all times and in all situations. 
The last commandment is the obligation to fulfil the covenant of Allah. He says, ‘and fulfil the covenant of Allah…’. This means to fulfill Allah's commandments that He has ordered you. You will do so when you obey Him in what He commanded, refrain from what He prohibited and abide by His Book and the Sunnah of His Messenger. This constitutes fulfilling the covenant of Allah. Allah in the end of the verse says, ‘This He commands you, that you may remember.’ This is what He has ordered and commanded, and He stressed its importance for you.

 Dear brothers and sisters: these are the ten commandments of Surat al-An ‘am that invite us to be virtuous and righteous and avoid the forbidden things. This is the straight path of Allah. He ends these commandments with His saying, ‘Verily, this is My way, leading straight: follow it: follow not (other) paths: they will scatter you about from His (great) path: thus doth He command you that ye may be righteous. [6:153]
Dear brothers and sisters: finally we ask Allah to help us to obey our parents and to support them as much as we can. We ask Allah also to guide us all.
