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Human beings are representatives of Allah:
Allah, the almighty appointed human beings as his representatives in this world
and he made them responsible for the safety and security of everything around
them. Be that they are human beings, animals, insects, birds, or within nature
such as plants, trees, and water.
Allah the Almighty said in the glorious Quran:
ًﺽ َﺧ ِﻠﻴﻔَﺔ
ِ َﻭ ِﺇ ْﺫ ﻗَﺎ َﻝ َﺭﺑﱡﻚَ ِﻟ ْﻠ َﻤ َﻼﺋِ َﻜ ِﺔ ِﺇ ِﻧّﻲ َﺟﺎ ِﻋ ٌﻞ ﻓِﻲ ْﺍﻷ َ ْﺭ
((And remember when your Lord said to the angels: "Verily, I am going to
place mankind as my representatives generations after generations on earth.))
Al-Baqarah:30
Human beings have been sent with responsibilities:
Allah the Almighty created human beings and he sent them to this world with
numerous responsibilities. Every individual is responsible within his own depth
and field.
The following statement of prophet Mohammed PBUH will clarify the matter:

ُ ﻋ ِﻦ ﺍﺑ ِْﻦ
ُ  ﻓَﺎﻷ َ ِﻣ، َﻭ ُﻛﻠﱡ ُﻜ ْﻢ َﻣﺴْﺆﻭ ٌﻝ َﻋ ْﻦ َﺭ ِﻋﻴﱠﺘِ ِﻪ،ٍ ُﻛﻠﱡ ُﻜ ْﻢ َﺭﺍﻉ:ﻲ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ
َ
 ﻗَﺎ َﻝ ﺍﻟﻨﱠﺒِ ﱡ:ﻋ َﻤ َﺮ ﻗَﺎ َﻝ
ٍﻴﺮ َﺭﺍﻉ
ْ
ٌ،ﻲ َﻣ ْﺴﺆُﻭﻟَﺔ
ٌ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ِ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺑَ ْﻴ
 َﻭ ﱠ،َﻭﻫ َُﻮ َﻣ ْﺴﺆُﻭ ٌﻝ
َ  َﻭﺍﻟ َﻤ ْﺮﺃﺓ ُ َﺭﺍ ِﻋﻴَﺔ،ﻋﻠﻰ ﺃ ْﻫ ِﻠ ِﻪ َﻭﻫ َُﻮ َﻣ ْﺴﺆُﻭ ٌﻝ
َ ﺍﻉ
َ ﺖ ﺯَ ْﻭ ِﺟ َﻬﺎ َﻭ ِﻫ
ٍ ﺍﻟﺮ ُﺟ ُﻞ َﺭ
ﱡ
.ﻋ ْﻦ َﺭ ِﻋﻴﱠﺘِ ِﻪ
َ  َﻭ ُﻛﻠ ُﻜ ْﻢ َﻣ ْﺴﺆُﻭ ٌﻝ،ٍﺃَﻻَ َﻭ ُﻛﻠﱡ ُﻜ ْﻢ َﺭﺍﻉ
On the authority of Ibn Umar that prophet Mohammed PBUH said:
((All of you are shepherds and each of you is responsible for his flock. A man is
the shepherd of the people of his house and he is responsible. A woman is the
shepherd of the house of her husband and she is responsible. Each of you is a
shepherd and each is responsible for his flock))
Al-Adab Al-Mufrad
So, we are obliged to protect the environment around us which includes each
and every single creation of Allah the Almighty on this earth.

2. Wastage of water:
Generally, wasting, spending or consuming anything excessively is extremely
discouraged in Islam.
The Noble Quran says:
ً ﺴﺒِﻴ ِﻞ َﻭ َﻻ ﺗُﺒَﺬّ ِْﺭ ﺗ َ ْﺒﺬِﻳﺮﺍ
ِ َ َﻭﺁ
ﺕ ﺫَﺍ ْﺍﻟﻘُ ْﺮﺑَﻰ َﺣﻘﱠﻪُ َﻭ ْﺍﻟ ِﻤ ْﺴﻜِﻴﻦَ َﻭﺍﺑْﻦَ ﺍﻟ ﱠ

Do not spend wastefully your wealth in the manner of a spendthrift
(extravagance).
Verily, spendthrifts are brothers of the devils.
Al-Israa: 26

Water is one of the most precious blessings and valuable creation from Allah
the Almighty. Everything on this planet depends on water and cannot survive
without it. Allah the Almighty said in the glorious Quran:
َ َﻭ َﺟﻌَ ْﻠﻨَﺎ ِﻣﻦَ ْﺍﻟ َﻤﺎء ُﻛ ﱠﻞ
َﻲ ﺃَﻓَ َﻼ ﻳُﺆْ ِﻣﻨُﻮﻥ
ٍّ ﺷ ْﻲءٍ َﺣ
And We have made from water every living thing. Will they not then believe?
Al-Ambiah: 30
Many people in this world tend to waste water and use it excessively especially
be when it is available generously. However, the value of water can only
realised when it runs dry or becomes unavailable due to the lack of rain in some
parts of the world.
The holy prophet Mohammed PBUH trained his noble companions to use the
water economically and accordingly. The following prophetic statement can be
a source of evidence:

ِ ﻋ ْﺑ ِﺩ ﱠ
ِ ﺳﻭ َﻝ ﱠ
ﺳ ْﻌ ٍﺩ َﻭﻫ َُﻭ ﻳَﺗ ََﻭﺿﱠﺄ ُ ﻓَﻘَﺎ َﻝ " َﻣﺎ َﻫﺫَﺍ
ُ  ﺃ َ ﱠﻥ َﺭ،ﻋ ْﻣ ٍﺭﻭ
َ ﻋ ْﻥ
َ
َ � ﺑ ِْﻥ
َ ِ� ـ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻳﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻡ ـ َﻣ ﱠﺭ ﺑ
.ﻋﻠَﻰ ﻧَ َﻬ ٍﺭ َﺟﺎﺭ
ِ ﺿ
ُ  ﻓَﻘَﺎ َﻝ ﺃَﻓِﻲ ْﺍﻟ ُﻭ. " ﻑ
ٌ ﻭء ﺇِﺳ َْﺭ
ُ ﺍﻟﺳ َﱠﺭ
َ َﺍﻑ ﻗَﺎ َﻝ " ﻧَﻌَ ْﻡ َﻭﺇِ ْﻥ ُﻛ ْﻧﺕ
((On the authority of Abdullah Bin Amr:

The Messenger of Allah passed by Sa'ad when he was performing ablution, and
he said: 'What is this extravagance?' He said: 'Can there be any extravagance in
ablution?' He said: 'Yes, even if you are on the bank of a flowing river))
Sunan Ibnu Majah
So, Muslims are taught to not waste their water in their religious activities, let
alone wasting it in other forms.
3. Planting in Islam:
Islam is a comprehensive religion which doesn't only ensures the spiritual
wellbeing of a human being but also safeguards the physical and environmental
wellbeing too. We rely on plants and trees tremendously as we are in great need
of the oxygen generated by them.
The holy prophet Mohammed PBUH highly motivated us to plant the trees on
the earth of Allah the Almighty. The following hadeeth is a clear evidence.
ُﻋﺎ ﻓَﻳَﺄ ْ ُﻛ ُﻝ ِﻣ ْﻧﻪ
ُ ﺳﺎ ﺃ َ ْﻭ ﻳَ ْﺯ َﺭ
ً ﻉ ﺯَ ْﺭ
ً ﺱ ﻏ َْﺭ
ُ  َﻣﺎ ِﻣ ْﻥ ُﻣ ْﺳ ِﻠ ٍﻡ ﻳَ ْﻐ ِﺭ:َﻲ ِ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻳﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻡ ﻗَﺎﻝ
َ ،ﻋ ْﻥ ﺃَﻧ ٍَﺱ
َ
ّ ِﻋ ِﻥ ﺍﻟﻧﱠﺑ
ٌﺻ َﺩﻗَﺔ
َ ﺎﻥ ﺃ َ ْﻭ
ْ ﻁﻳ ٌْﺭ ﺃ َ ْﻭ ﺑَ ِﻬﻳ َﻣﺔٌ ﺇِﻻﱠ َﻛﺎﻧ
ٌ ﺳ
َ ﺇِ ْﻧ
َ َُﺕ ﻟَﻪ
((On the authority of Anas Radiallahu Anhu:
that the Prophet PBUH said: "No Muslim plants a plant or sows a crop, then a
person, or a bird, or an animal eats from it, except that it will be reward of
charity for him))
Sunan At-Tirmizi
On the other hand, the holy prophet Mohammed PBUH instructed us to be
productive human beings as long we are living in this world.
 ﻓَﺈ ِ ِﻥ،ٌﻋﺔُ َﻭﻓِﻲ ﻳَ ِﺩ ﺃ َ َﺣ ِﺩ ُﻛ ْﻡ ﻓَ ِﺳﻳﻠَﺔ
ِ  ﺇِ ْﻥ ﻗَﺎ َﻣ:ﻲ ِ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻳﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻡ ﻗَﺎ َﻝ
ﺕ ﺍﻟ ﱠ
َ ﺳﺎ
ّ ِ َﻋ ِﻥ ﺍﻟﻧﱠﺑ، ٍَﻋ ْﻥ ﺃَﻧ َِﺱ ﺑ ِْﻥ َﻣﺎﻟِﻙ
َ َ ﺍ ْﺳﺗ
.ﺳ َﻬﺎ ﻓَ ْﻠﻳَ ْﻐ ِﺭ ْﺳ َﻬﺎ
َ ﻁﺎ
َ ﻭﻡ َﺣﺗﱠﻰ ﻳَ ْﻐ ِﺭ
َ ُﻉ ﺃ َ ْﻥ ﻻَ ﺗَﻘ
((Anas ibn Malik reported that the Prophet PBUH said: If the day of judgement
is about to occur while you have a palm-shoot in your hands and it is possible to
plant it before Qiyaamah (Judgement Day) comes, then you should plant it))
Al-Adab Al-Mufrad

4. Treating animals:
Islam is a religion of excellence, compromise, gentleness, and love and
affection. The compassionate and gentleness must be applied in all our dealings
and conducts. The noble Prophet Mohammed PBUH said:
 ﱠ:َ�ِ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭ ﺳﻠﻢ ﻗَﺎﻝ
"ﺇﻥ ﱠ
ﺳﻮ ِﻝ ﱠ
َﺐ
َ ﻋ ْﻦ ﺃَﺑِﻲ َﻳ ْﻌﻠَﻰ
ُ ﻋ ْﻨﻪُ َﻋ ْﻦ َﺭ
َ �َ َﻛﺘ
َ ُﻲ ﷲ
ِ ﺷﺪﱠﺍ ِﺩ ﺑ ِْﻦ ﺃ َ ْﻭ ٍﺱ َﺭ
َ
َ ﺿ
ْ
ْ
ْ
َ
َ
َ
ّ
َ
َ
،ُﺷ ْﻔ َﺮﺗَﻪ
َ  َﻭﻟﻴ ُِﺤﺪﱠ ﺃ َﺣﺪُ ُﻛ ْﻢ، َﻭ ِﺇﺫَﺍ ﺫَﺑَﺤْ ﺘ ُ ْﻢ ﻓَﺄﺣْ ِﺴﻨُﻮﺍ ﺍﻟ ِﺬ ْﺑ َﺤﺔ، ﻓَﺈِﺫَﺍ ﻗَﺘ َﻠﺘ ُ ْﻢ ﻓَﺄﺣْ ِﺴﻨُﻮﺍ ﺍﻟ ِﻘﺘْﻠَﺔ، ٍَﻲء
َ ْﺍﻹﺣ
ِْ
ْ ﺴﺎﻥَ َﻋﻠَﻰ ُﻛ ِّﻞ ﺷ
.َُﻭ ْﻟﻴ ُِﺮﺡْ ﺫَﺑِﻴ َﺤﺘَﻪ
((On the authority of Abu Ya’la Shaddad bin Aws (may Allah be pleased with
him), that the Messenger of Allah PBUH said:
Verily Allah has prescribed ihsasn (proficiency, perfection) in all things. So, if
you kill, then kill with kindness and gentleness; and if you slaughter, then
slaughter with kindness and compassion. Let each one of you sharpen his blade
and let him comfort his animal while slaughtering))
Al-Muslim
Animals, birds, and insects are an important creation of Allah, hence they must
be dealt with carefully and gently. We benefit from animals in many different
ways starting from what we eat to what we wear. E.g. Eating the meat of Halal
(permissible) animals, and using their husk to clothe ourselves. They are also an
important source for the pharmaceuticals and medical industry.
The noble prophet Mohammed PBUH confirmed the entrance of a woman to
the fire of hell due to her cruelty with a cat:

ِ َﻲ ِ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻳﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻡ ﻗَﺎ َﻝ " َﺩ َﺧﻠ
ٍﺎﺭ ﻓِﻲ ِﻫ ﱠﺭﺓ
ُ ﻋ ِﻥ ﺍﺑ ِْﻥ
َ ﻋ َﻣ َﺭ ـ ﺭﺿﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻧﻬﻣﺎ ـ
َ َ ﺕ ﺍ ْﻣ َﺭﺃَﺓ ٌ ﺍﻟﻧﱠ
ّ ِﻋ ِﻥ ﺍﻟﻧﱠﺑ
ْ ُ  ﻓَﻠَ ْﻡ ﺗ،ﻁﺗْ َﻬﺎ
َ ََﺭﺑ
ﺽ
ِ َﺎﺵ ﺍﻷ َ ْﺭ
ِ  َﻭﻟَ ْﻡ ﺗ َ َﺩ ْﻋ َﻬﺎ ﺗ َﺄ ْ ُﻛ ُﻝ ِﻣ ْﻥ ِﺧﺷ،ﻁ ِﻌ ْﻣ َﻬﺎ
((On the authority of Ibn `Umar:
The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid, "A woman entered the (Hell) Fire because of a cat which
she had tied, neither giving it food nor setting it free to eat from the vermin of
the earth))
Al-Bukhari
On the other hand, the PBUH confirmed the entitlement of a lady to heaven
because of her kindness with a dog:

َ َﻴﻒ ﺑِ َﺮ ِﻛﻴﱠ ٍﺔ ﻗَ ْﺪ َﻛﺎﺩَ ﻳَ ْﻘﺘُﻠُﻪُ ْﺍﻟﻌ
ﺳﻮ ُﻝ ﱠ
ﺶ
ُ  ﻗَﺎ َﻝ ﻗَﺎ َﻝ َﺭ،َ َﻋ ْﻦ ﺃَﺑِﻲ ُﻫ َﺮﻳ َْﺮﺓ
ُ ﻄ
ُ �ِ ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ " ﺑَ ْﻴﻨَ َﻤﺎ َﻛ ْﻠﺐٌ ﻳ ُِﻄ
ْ َﺖ ُﻣﻮﻗَ َﻬﺎ ﻓَﺎ ْﺳﺘَﻘ
ْ ﻲ ِﻣ ْﻦ ﺑَﻐَﺎﻳَﺎ ﺑَﻨِﻲ ﺇِﺳ َْﺮﺍﺋِﻴ َﻞ ﻓَﻨَﺰَ َﻋ
.ﺴﻘَﺘْﻪُ ﺇِﻳﱠﺎﻩُ ﻓَﻐُ ِﻔ َﺮ ﻟَ َﻬﺎ ﺑِ ِﻪ
َ َﺖ ﻟَﻪُ ﺑِ ِﻪ ﻓ
ﺇِ ْﺫ َﺭﺃَﺗْﻪُ ﺑَ ِﻐ ﱞ
((Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger PBUH as saying:
There was a dog moving around a well which would have died of thirst.
Suddenly a prostitute from the prostitutes of Bani Isra'il happened to see it and
she drew water in her shoe and made it drink, and she was pardoned because of
this))
Al-Muslim
To be continued……

